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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: MASS SAFREG 

SUBJECT: OCTOBER REPORTS $24 BILLION SAUDI-FRENCH 
ARMS DEAL 

1 . IN JUNE 1 1 ISSUE OCTOBER, EDITOR-IN-CHIEF ANIS MANSOUR 
CLAIMS KING KHALID DURING RECENT VISIT AGREED SAUDI ARABIA 
WOULD PURCHASE $24 BILLION WORTH OF ARMS FROM FRANCE FOR 
DELIVERY BEGINNING IN 1980. MANSOUR SAYS SAUDI ARABIA 
REQUESTED TANKS, ANTI-TANK HELICOPTERS, AND "MORE 
IMPORTANTLY" A RADAR NETWORK TO COVER WHOLE RED SEA 
AREA, "WHICH ISRAEL CONSIDERS AS A PASSAGE FOR AIR 
RECONN AISANCE.” 

2. ACCORDING TO MANSOUR, SAUDI ARABIA ALSO TRANSERRED 
TO FRENCH BANKS $26 BILLION IN SAUDI HOLDINGS TO HELP 
FRANCE ECONOMICALLY. MANSOUR CLAIMS SAUDIS HAD DECIDED 
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TO DO THIS BEFORE FRENCH ELECTIONS BUT FRENCH PRESIDENT 
ASKED THEM TO POSTPONE THIS UNTIL AFTER THE ELECTION SO 
THAT "THE COMMUNISTS AND SOCIALISTS COULD NOT USE IT 
AGAINST HIM." 

3. IN SWIPE AT THE RUSSIANS, MANSOUR CLAIMS THAT SOVIET 
SATELLITES FLEW OVER RED SEA AREA AND TOOK PHOTOGRAPHS 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 

BETWEEN SEPTEMBER 28 AND OCTOBER 18, 1973, BUT THEY DID 
NOT GIVE EGYPT EVEN ONE PHOTOGRAPH "FOR ANY REASON OR FOR 
ANY PRICE." 

4. COMMENT: IN VIEW NUMEROUS DENIALS OF NEW SAUDI-FRENCH 
ARAMS DEAL, WE WOULD HAVE NORMALLY NOT REPORTED THIS 
ARTICLE. HOWEVER, ANIS MANSOUR IS CURRENT SADAT FAVORITE 
FOR AUTHORITATIVE LEAKS AND WE ASSUME HE HAS SOME BASIS 
FOR THIS STORY. EILTS 
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